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ABP's East Anglian Ports: A £340m 

 success story 
 

 
 
Above: Offshore gas operations at Lowestoft 
 
The true scale of the economic contribution of Associated British Ports’ three ports in 
East Anglia has been revealed in a new report by independent consultants Arup. 
 
Together the three ports - King's Lynn, Lowestoft and Ipswich - contribute £340 million 
to the UK economy annually and support 5,000 UK jobs. 
 
The new statistics show that, of those totals, ABP's East Anglia Ports contribute £241 
million directly into the regional economy and support 3,577 jobs in the area. 
 
Together, the three East Anglia ports handled 2.2 million tonnes of cargo in 2013.  
 
It's a diverse business, with Ipswich exporting almost 500,000 tonnes of grain for local 
farmers as well as importing 140,000 tonnes of cement and more than 300,000 tonnes 
of aggregates annually to support the local construction sector.  
 



Lowestoft is a renewable energy hub and key to the development of the offshore wind 
industry. King's Lynn is vital to the agricultural sector, handling 350,000 tonnes of 
agricultural products every year. 
 
The three ports combined handled more than 1.3 million tonnes of agribulks and 
150,000 tonnes of timber in 2013 and play a key role in connecting the region to ports 
across the North Sea and beyond. ABP also has a pair of five-gold-anchored marinas at 
Ipswich and Lowestoft providing 500 marina berths and extensive facilities supporting 
marine based leisure & tourism. 
 
ABP is committed to developing its three ports in East Anglia, with a programme of 
investment expected to increase their contribution to the regional economy by £24m 
annually.  
 
Andrew Harston, ABP Director based in Ipswich with responsibility for ABP’s eleven 
Short Sea Ports said: "Our ports in East Anglia are a cornerstone of the regional 
economy, vital for the construction industry, key to farmers accessing global markets 
and essential for the further development of the offshore wind industry. 
 
"I'm proud to report both these impressive figures and our determination to build on this 
success with a programme of investment that will deliver growth for the regional 
economy."  
 

- ends - 
 
About ABP 

ABP is the UK’s leading ports operator with 21 ports and other transport related 
businesses creating a unique national network capable of handling a vast array of 
cargo. 

Around one quarter of the UK’s seaborne trade passes through ABP’s Statutory 
Harbour Areas.  ABP contributes £5.6 billion to the UK economy every year and 
supports 84,000 jobs. Our current investment programme promises to deliver an extra 
£1.75 billion for the economy every year. 

ABP… 

• Handled over 1.5 million vehicles in 2013. 
• Generates around one quarter of the UK’s rail freight 
• Has 1.4 million square metres of covered storage 
• Has 1,000 hectares of open storage 
• Handled 119m tonnes of cargo in 2013 
• Owns 5,000 hectares of port estate 
• Has 87km of quay 

Over the next five years, ABP is investing over £650 million in a wide range of major 
projects across the group. 
 
www.abports.co.uk 

http://www.abports.co.uk/
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